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- By WILLIAM B. STRINGER, “"But as more hard: facts ge_ CM&J Scldmee Montter
: -Washington | come available, lnq*_auem Ly et B fioteriority
' If the Eisenhower. atimin-1{, Te qi.gtto i:t s o) mgy  dolid~
(1stration wished: ta keep the gauge p : ’ - IANSiYers

‘nation's missilendelénse pos

tiog “intentions™' from what

iture out of the campaign de.!8ctuslly s going " forward.

tbate this year, it 18 unfortue

nate that the Pentagon was
allowed to prodoce fta ,hew
estimates  downgr: :

viet rocketry strength just as:

the great national political
argument was being launched.

But the fact {s that, willys
nilly, there were new in -
sence estimates which seemed

sile gap” between Soviet mise

isile strength and our. legser
'strength in the warl “18680's.
fAnd Defense t

' Thoraas 8. Gates, Jr, i a

 somewhat inept press confera
ence permitted the oversime
plified impression to get about
that the new intelligence es-
Linates .were based- not on
Soviet capabilities: but on the
“intention” of the Soviet
‘Government, And quite nat-
+urally, the Democrats and a
-lot of other people have been
asking, “How do you gauge
suimebody's intention? Is that
. a safe yardstick, after history
s0 "seriously misgauged IHit-
ler’s intention, to name one
lragedy?” ‘
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Now the Central Ingelli-
wenee Agency's ghle divector,
Allen W. Dulles, has cleared
-up, to a degree, the confusion
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o reduce the expected “mig-;

Sometimes - it Ytt'u t‘?];x'obabgo
mated, sometimet t%xe actual
PN, :.f‘”‘
& madlfi polnt  Le noticed
by the' natonal ‘political de-
-baters is that this revising of
‘estimates ‘ls° not something

‘new. Jt she ti
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capahilities. ave mﬂ!&i!%

a1 a pattern begim to

the eetalmte's,m bibed onﬁ?f
gram,
is not

th
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the ;holc stary. The missile
£8P, 14 not. merely a question
o’l‘?compiring the total of So-
viak ICBMs (intercontinentsl
issiles) versus the total of
American [CBMs. If the
i United States had 100 ICBM:
. while the Soviets had 300, that
100 cauld do as much damage
to & surprice attacker—in the
retaliation phase—as to make
his atteck unwise and fool-
hardy.

But ‘the real question is-
How many would survive for
rctaliation  after the first
enemy hlow? Here is where
the more accurate phrase
“deterrenit gap" tomes into
play. If plenty of striking
power would survive the sur-
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likely comstruction pro
A But, d'mﬁt&q‘
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.. (D). of Minegusi; ‘oie of the

vver the intelligence

esti- prise Soviet blow, then the
"hiates.

United States has a valid de-

Mr. Dulles has pointed outi:rmnt agalnst sudden almck-,: " The avidence i» not all in,
“iial In estimating Soviet pro- If very few rockets,. planes,; And the debate, political or %
duction in any military line— fighter bombers, WOUIE sur- e e Loy “ror -

bgyornd .n'zt.hc Atilu
g ibat ¢

. gap
*bm " g

chief . congressional rts
Ton defenss, says the i.:f:s
-gup is futﬁa‘&m three to i
;one and still, naun-'bp grow= ;%
'mh PR L S L Aty
. The_ other, Wimly for opti. = .o
‘mism d y . shat At,here%fg
are 30-yary ey pther ways
zor— deligg'n(. nm&n ‘weap- &
-ons against ' Boviet targets that o
inot all thess 'epuld concetv- 4"
"ably be. friocked'-out, ‘They, i+
for instance, cou)d be deliv- ~7, -
ered by fighter bombers from -
NATO airfields or by maneu-~
vering aircraft cagriers. And, -
of coa\ém. the ndm!nixtrn&gn
is ready to keep:a‘percentage
-of its SAC bombiwers in the ai
at &l times—ghuy nvilner--
able' to surpriss attack — as
the missilg ,Pp goes through :
its most serious stage: .
Do these two. “points for
optimism” nullify the deter-
rent gap? lg it safe to base
national survival an admit- °
tedly imperfect intelligence ..
estimates? Should the ad-
ministration rely mainly on -
its SAC bombers, plus the
Atlas ICBMs in small qlianti. . -
ties, until the really conceal- .
able solid-fueled Polaric and .
;:Minuteman are ready, two to . . ...
ifour years hence?. - ‘
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otherwise, will continue. For

the now-obsolescent heavy vive, then there exists a “de- at issue are questions of na. -': .

Soviet bombers, for instance— terrent gap” until that failing {jonal survival,, A g

until the research and devel- is "ectified. , ety e gl <A

 bent stage is completed Gen. Thomas S. Ppwer, {g‘,_g' ; A ga‘! g oo S -
and effectivencss tests are cogimander of the Strategic " - B ok KA oo -
conducted and factories have Alr Command, has said that TaeoT T -

&one into serial production~- with only 300 missiles, half of
Lntil then, intelligence esti- 'hem of intermediate range,
mates must be b mainly the Soviets “could vi
on “capability.” And in-e sys. wipe *out our entire nuclear
tein geared to military - effl, stirike ca bxllty within a span
ciency, capabilily will be very of 30 minutes.”” If this bc §0, :
l:gh. Hence the. esrly esti-

"mates that the Soviets would ministratlon’s  new  missile

run up a 3-te-1 advantage 1n optimism?

1 insiles, © There would seem (o be
two possible base: for opli-
mism, One is that teing the

. updated intelli;s ~  est;-
mates, the Pen! doean't
think the Souvie il have
thiese 304 missile: th which
to deal the (cvas i A oy
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